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Fact Sheet: House Bill Reducing Conflicts of Interest on the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
(COGCC) HB 1269 

 
Sponsored by: Representative Mike Foote 
 
WHY WE NEED THIS MEASURE:  The COGCC has a dual mandate to foster the development of oil & gas AND 
protect public health and welfare and the environment.  This dual-mission has resulted in a board that believes it 
must balance public health and welfare with industry health and welfare.  Current law also prohibits the COGCC 
from allowing resources to be left in the ground because those resources are “wasted.”  These two changes clarify 
that the COGCC’s mission is to protect public health, safety, welfare and the environment and clarify that 
protection of public health and welfare might mean that some areas are not able to be developed for oil & gas.   
 
Coloradans expect that qualified, unbiased officials will be making the rules to protect public health and welfare 
and the environment.  As a quasi-judicial board, the COGCC must avoid the appearance of impropriety.  This bill 
will give the citizens of Colorado an agency they can trust to be fair and impartial.    
 
This House Bill will change existing law by: 
 

• Removing the dual-mandate and clarifies that the mission of the COGCC is to protect public health, 
welfare and the environment including wildlife resources. Current law gives COGCC an often 
conflicting dual-mandate to both foster oil and gas development and to protect public health and 
welfare and the environment including wildlife resources.   

• Current law prohibits “waste.”   “Waste,” as defined in the statute, occurs whenever oil and gas is left 
in the ground rather than being extracted.  The bill clarifies that “waste” does not include reduced 
production that results from compliance with government regulation. 

• Current law also allows three people to serve on the COGCC who are employed by the oil & gas 
industry.  The bill would prohibit newly-appointed commissioners from being an employee of an oil & 
gas operator while serving in the commission, putting the focus of the commissioners on protecting 
our health, safety and natural resources.  

 
Why this legislation is needed: 
 
FACT:   3 of 9 oil & gas commissioners work for the industry they are supposed to be regulating. 
 
FACT: At the recent rulemaking hearing, multiple commissioners who work for the oil & gas industry stated that 

they felt that the meager 500-foot protective setback from homes, and the many loop-holes provided to 
industry, were a fair compromise since they had a “dual mandate” to both foster oil and gas 
development and protect the public and the environment. 

 
FACT: During the rulemakings in 2008, 2012, and 2013, the oil & gas industry threatened to sue the COGCC 

based on the fact that new regulations would conflict with the requirement that the agency not “waste” 
resources by leaving them in the ground.     

 
FACT: In 2012, the State Attorney General and Colorado Oil and Gas Association sued the City of Longmont for 

attempting to use its zoning authority to regulate the location of oil and gas facilities.  One of the bases 
for the lawsuit was that industry needed to be able to drill in residential areas because the state 
prohibits “waste” of the resource.   

 
Vote yes  
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