
 
PO Box 656, Silt CO 81652 

 

Board of County Commissioners                                      January 20, 2014 

 Hon. John Martin 

 Hon. Mike Samson  

 Hon. Tom Jankovsky 

Dear Board of Garfield County Commissioners: 

In February, Coloradans will have an extraordinary opportunity to improve their air quality in Colorado.  The 

Colorado Air Quality Control Commission is set to adopt new regulations for the oil and gas industry that will 

dramatically improve air quality statewide.  These proposed protections were drafted by the state health 

department after receiving input from people across the state and are strongly supported by local governments, 

Gov. Hickenlooper, environmental groups, such as the Grand Valley Citizens Alliance, and by a broad spectrum 

of industry leaders including Anadarko Petroleum, EnCana USA, and Noble Energy.   

The proposed regulations before the AQCC board members require the use of best management practices, using 

technologies to reduce oil and gas leaks into the atmosphere, and compelling the industry to conduct self-

inspections, repairing any leaks that are discovered.  

Air testing during oil and gas extraction, has shown that benzene and seven other known air toxins are produced 

along with the oil and gas.  Since much of the leading research on this subject has been done with funding and 

at the request of Garfield County, such as the Battlement Mesa Health Impact Assessment, you all should be 

very familiar with those results.  

Therefore, members of the Grand Valley Citizen Alliance are disappointed that the Garfield County 

Commissioners have come out in opposition to the application of the proposed air quality regulations on the 

Western Slope.  In our opinion, you seemed to have ignored the scientific studies you have commissioned.  

According to your prehearing statement, you are basing your position that because Garfield County is not 

currently exceeding federal ozone standards, we do not need stronger air regulations to prevent pollution.  That 

position is not supported by the facts. 

Although we are not exceeding federal air standards currently, tests show we are trending that way. The federal 

standard is 75 parts per billion (ppb) over three years. Records show ozone levels in Rifle, CO have been in the 

60 to 70 ppb range with spikes as high as 90 ppb.  The three-year average for ground level ozone in Rifle is 

already at 65 ppb. This is too high, we believe. 
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The oil and gas industry is the largest source of volatile organic compounds (known as VOCs) in Colorado, 

according to the Colorado Health Department, which estimates that the oil and gas industry is responsible for 

54% of the VOC’s produced statewide.
1
  VOCs are ingredients in ground-level ozone (smog).  Ground-level 

ozone is created when VOCs combine with nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions and sunlight to form Ozone (O3).  

Driving west on I-70, one can see the ozone layer hovering over Rifle and the Parachute valleys. 

Ground-level ozone is harmful to people.  Ozone can cause breathing problems – especially in the elderly, 

children, those with heart problems, and for people who have compromised lung function, such as asthma. In 

fact, averse health impacts on humans have been recorded at ozone at levels less than 60 parts per billion (ppb), 

a level we routinely exceed.    

The Grand Valley Citizen Alliance supports the proposed regulations, but also would like to see them 

strengthened when oil and gas facilities are located close to homes and schools.  We hope the Garfield County 

Commissioners would agree. For example, the current AQCC draft regulations would allow the industry to wait 

5-15 days to repair a chemical leak.  We believe that if a major leak is discovered near a home or school, it 

should be repaired within hours, not days.  We would be happy to share our prehearing statement with you if 

you would like more information about our concerns over air toxins near homes and schools.    

In agriculture, high levels of ozone reduce yields and reduce the quality of the harvest.  We don’t know what the 

impacts could be to local agriculture yet, but the U.S. Department of Agriculture reports “Ground-level ozone 

causes more damage to plants than all other air pollutants combined.”  They estimate measurable economic 

damage to plants begins at ozone concentration levels of only 40 ppb.   

Your prehearing statement indicated that you believe the proposed rules will be too costly to the oil and gas 

industry.  Addressing ozone pollution from the oil and gas industry before it exceeds federal standards is 

nowhere near as costly as an auto emission inspection program like on the Front Range.  Because of their high 

ozone levels, now Rangeley is likely going to have to implement a vehicle emission testing program, too.  Is 

that really the direction you want to lead Garfield County? 

These best management practices proposed to the Air Quality Control Commissioners protect human health and 

they are good for the oil and gas business.  Noble Energy and other industry leaders in Colorado agree that these 

proposed air quality rules are cost effective because they encourage the oil-and-gas industry to capture 

chemicals that would otherwise escape into our air. As Governor Hickenlooper has stated, “The people who 

operate 60 or 70 percent of the oil and gas wells in Colorado, they want regulation.  They don’t want the 

irresponsible operators to tarnish their reputations…” Sentinel 1/10/14.   

We agree with the best oil and gas operators in the state.  We can have oil and gas development and clean air.  

We hope that you agree and retract your opposition to the application of stronger air quality regulations on the 

Western Slope that will protect cleaner air in Garfield County.   

 

Leslie Robinson  

President, Grand Valley Citizens Alliance 

                                                
1 See APCD Inventory Data (2008-2018) (provided by APCD). 


