
 1 

General Talking Points  
Colorado Air Quality Control Commission  

New Clean Air Rules for Oil and Gas Operations 
 

Topline Messaging: 

 Every Coloradan deserves to have the air they breathe free from toxic pollution.  

 We need the Commission to follow Governor Hickenlooper’s leadership and adopt the 

proposed rules.  

 Now is the time to get this rulemaking right. Given the rapid pace of development, public 

health impact from oil and gas pollution, and obligation to combat climate change, 

Colorado needs to take charge and lead on oil and gas pollution safeguards.  

 

Why the Air Quality Commission needs to finalize the Governor’s strong proposed rules: 

The Colorado Air Quality Problem: 

 Oil and gas development is moving at a record pace - There are nearly 52,000 active oil and 

gas wells in Colorado, including 1,060 in Mesa County so far.   

 Air pollution from oil and gas operations is a statewide issue. Most of Colorado’s Front 

Range violate EPA ozone pollution standards and parts of the West Slope are also  

exceeding the same EPA air quality standards. 

 In the past few years, air quality has deteriorated in Mesa County to the point that unless 
better emission control measures are put to use, the health and welfare of this community 
will significantly decline.  

 Oil and gas development is not expected to disappear from Mesa County any time soon.  
The proposed Fram Whitewater project, would add 108 more wells in 4 years. This will 
substantially increase the pollution in Mesa County unless protections are put in place 
before the project begins.  

 The measured ozone levels in Rangely, Colorado are above EPA thresholds. Ozone 
violations problems are no longer only a Front Range issue.  

 The proposed rules would reduce smog-causing Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) 

pollution by roughly 92,000 tons/year. That’s more than all the VOC pollution produced by 

all cars in Colorado annually.  

 

Agriculture Impacts 

 Ground-level ozone is the most harmful air pollutant to crops in Colorado.  The oil and gas 

industry is one of the largest sources of human-caused pollution in Colorado that forms 

ground-level ozone.   

 Increasing ozone levels on the West Slope affect crop yield and farmers' bottom line; 

especially our vineyards and peaches. 

 Summertime ozone levels in Palisade are in the 60 to 70 parts per billion with spikes that 

go as high as 90. Both juice quality and grape yield are negatively affected when ozone 

concentration levels are above 40 ppb. These effects carry into subsequent years. 
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The Health Impact: 

 Oil and gas production is the #1 source of Volatile Organic Compound (VOCs) pollution, a 

toxic air pollutant that produces ozone. Ground level ozone, also known as smog, 

disproportionately affects children, the elderly, and those who are already sick. Among 

other health issues, ozone pollution causes respiratory problems (shortness of breath, 

wheezing, congestion) and can even lead to premature death after prolonged exposure.  

 

Strong Rules are a Natural for Colorado: 

 All Coloradans deserve to have clean air. Our mountains, rivers, open spaces and unique 

quality of life is the reason many chose to live here.   

 Improving air quality will enhance public health and leave a better Colorado for future 

generations. 

 Colorado’s economy depends on tourism from people visiting our vibrant cities and towns 

and those who come for incredible outdoor experiences.  Polluted air is bad for Coloradans 

and bad for our economy.  

 It only makes sense we would adopt strong rules to protect our air.  

 The oil and gas industry can comply with these rules. Three of the largest Colorado oil and 

gas companies are already taking measures to capture methane.  They strongly support the 

Governors rules stating they are cost effective, achievable and part of the industries 

obligation to reduce their impact on our environment. 

 

The Climate Change Factor: 

 Whether its floods, record droughts, decreasing snowpack or destructive forest fires, 

Coloradans are experiencing the perils of climate change. These proposed rules will reduce 

greenhouse gas pollution from oil and gas operations by tens of thousands of tons per 

year.   

 The Governor’s proposed rules would make Colorado the first State in the nation to directly 

regulate methane. Methane (raw unprocessed natural gas) is 86 times more potent than 

carbon dioxide in its contribution to global warming over a 20-year timeline.   

 Natural gas can help in providing cleaner-burning fuels and combating climate change – but 

only if we stop leaks.  

 

The Solution, the Governor’s Proposed Rules: 

 The proposed rules would require oil and gas operators to use existing technologies, like 

infrared cameras, to detect leaks and fix them on a timely basis.  This will result in fewer 

methane and VOC leaks by hundreds of tons per year leading to cleaner air, less waste, and 

a healthier climate. 

 

 




