
 
 
 
My name is Peggy Tibbetts. My husband Tod and I have lived in the town of 
Silt since 1996. Silt is located in western Garfield County, where in 2009, 
there were about 4,000 active oil & gas wells. As of September 1, 2015, 
there are over 11,000.  
 
Along with those wells there are compressor stations, gas processing plants, 
tanks farms, pipeline transfer stations, and hundreds of miles of pipelines.  
 
Silt is nestled in the basin of the Colorado River. With well pads and 
facilities to the north, south, east and west of town, we are surrounded. We 
do not have an air quality monitor in Silt.  
 
But we definitely have an emissions problem.  
 
Oil & gas facilities leak methane emissions that include other hazardous air 
pollutants like benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene, xylene, and styrene. The 
common acronym is BTEX – or in this case BTEXS.  
 
Even I didn’t fully understand the seriousness of the human health risks 
caused by ambient BTEXS emissions from oil & gas operations until I 
became sick last year.  
 
In April 2014, blood and urine samples were collected from me, my 
daughter Ema, and my granddaughter Hailey who was 12 years old at the 
time. They also lived in Silt, just 8 blocks away.  
 
Dr. Greg Dooley at Colorado State University lab conducted the testing. The 
urine samples for all three of us tested positive for the metabolites for 
ethylbenzene, xylene, toluene, and styrene. Hailey’s blood also tested 
positive for those chemicals.  
 
Ema moved Hailey and her little brother out of Silt this past spring.  
 
For more than a year my body has been besieged by 9 different bacterial 
infections. This year, I underwent DNA testing. The results were analyzed 
by a DNA researcher and a toxicologist. The two most significant things the 
analysis revealed are: 



 
Number 1:  My body is unable to process BTEXS  
 
Number 2:  My immune system is not functioning because my body is 
contaminated with BTEXS caused by cumulative, prolonged exposure. 
 
Without a functioning immune system my body is unable to fend off the 
normal bacteria that our bodies are exposed to on a daily basis.  
 
Tod travels regularly to New York City and Boston for his job. After 
spending a week at a time in these dense, urban environments he returns 
home to poorer air quality.  
 
As he heads east on the freeway from Battlement Mesa to Silt, he complains 
the air smells, his eyes become irritated and he starts coughing and sneezing. 
He doesn’t get sick when he travels to the east coast. He gets sick when he 
comes home to Silt.  
 
In February 2014, the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission adopted 
stricter methane emissions standards, making our state the first in the nation 
to address fugitive methane emissions.  
 
Unfortunately the new regulations do not go far enough in addressing leaks 
from existing oil and gas sites and facilities and the operators are essentially 
allowed to self-monitor and self-report. 
 
In March this year, Tod and I participated in the Citizens Empowerment 
Project sponsored by Earthworks. A small group of citizens took a trained 
thermographer on a guided tour of more than a dozen oil & gas sites and 
facilities in western Garfield County.  
 
The thermographer used the FLIR Gasfinder camera to expose otherwise 
invisible emissions from these sites and facilities. The one to three minute 
videos show massive clouds of hazardous air pollutants pumping out of 
these facilities.  
 
Something as innocuous looking as a produced water tank is actually 
shrouded in a cloud of toxic emissions.  
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The truth is, that level of fugitive emissions is ongoing 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week at every single oil & gas well pad and facility. And we as residents 
have no other choice but to breathe that contaminated air.  
 
Stricter methane emissions standards mean less BTEXS emissions as well as 
other hazardous air pollutants. In order to save the lives of the residents who 
live in the gasfields, as well as the workers, I urge the EPA to adopt the 
strictest rules possible.  
 
We desperately need meaningful enforcement and increased federal 
inspections of ALL oil & gas site facilities – new AND existing.  
 
We must NOT continue to allow the operators to self-monitor and self-
report.  
 
We must impose heavy fines on violators, and shut down the violators who 
fail to comply.   
 
Our ultimate goal must be zero emissions.  
 
It’s good for public health, good for the environment, and good for the oil & 
gas industry’s bottom line.  
 
Above all it is most certainly attainable.   
 
Thank you. 
 
   
 
 


