
April,2015Wastewater tank explosions -Weld County Road 47 and Weld County Road 64, just northeast of the Greeley Airport.   
 

Good Morning Commissioners and thank you for the hearing the public. 
 
My name is Robert L. Arrington and I am a registered Professional Engineer in the State 
of Colorado.  
 
I live in Battlement Mesa and there are plans to drill in our PUD. 
 
The welcome statement on the COGCC website states, “The Colorado Oil and Gas  
 
Conservation Commission (COGCC) is charged with fostering the responsible  
 
development of Colorado's oil and gas natural resources in a manner consistent with the  
 
protection of public health, safety, and welfare, including the environment and wildlife  
 
resources. Our agency seeks to serve, solicit participation from, and maintain working  
 
relationships with all those having an interest in Colorado's oil and gas natural  
 
resources.” 
 

Ursa, the drilling company, has not complied with its obligation to pursue other sites  

further away from homes in accordance with COGCC Rule 604.c (2)E. The “Phase 1 of 



their plan is to drill on 2 pads. Later, they have planned 3 more pads to complete  

removal of minerals from Battlement With over 25 wells planned to be drilled from each  

pad with storage of ~ 9000 bbl., not counting separators, and over 11 homes and  

apartment buildings  located less than 1,000 ft of these pads, these proposals are the first 

“Large UMA Facilities” to qualify under the new Task Force rule recently adopted by   

the COGCC.  

As such, the Battlement Concerned Citizens and myself are hopeful that you will direct 

the COGCC staff to thoroughly examine these applications, require a robust “alternative 

site analysis” from Ursa, and add necessary permit conditions to ensure the protection of 

the public health, safety, and welfare of Battlement Mesa residents.  

 

As an Engineer, I do not like stating problems that do not have solutions; however, I  

have offered a solution to Ursa. See attachment of email exchange, copies of material 

given to Mr. Simpson, drill reaches at 650 and 600 as “Offset Reaches”, drill chart with 

reaches on pattern plot showing coverage to down hole bottoms, USGS map of potential   

basement faults, and mudslide inventory map. Packet as given to Mr. Simpson of Ursa  

with additional maps to alert him to other problems with copy of email exchanges. 

 

In summary, Ursa could drill from outside the PUD and use existing pads to further 

mitigate the impacts on health, safety, welfare of Battlement residents. In doing so they 

would also eliminate a pipeline cluster cutting through the PUD as well. The pipelines 

are planned to go down a hillside, like the one that destroyed a WPX pipeline with a rain 

induced landslide, a short distance upstream.  

Questions? Thank you. A reminder, this is about the credibility of rules in application. 


