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Q: Have you had interactions on air quality matters with Allegheny County 
Health Department? If so, how would you characterize their efforts to mitigate 
air pollution in Allegheny Co. Also how would you characterize their 
relationship with academic researchers. 

ANSWER: We have indeed interacted with ACHD. At the middle-management 
level, we have had lovely interactions with officials who have noted that when 
we help citizens collect and present quantitative information, it can actually 
empower these officials to do their job more thoroughly by providing clear 
indications that those they serve- the people- see the need for air 
improvements. So, in that sense, I believe there is a powerful, positive 
relationship that can exist with those “in the trenches.” I think at the highest 
levels of ACHD, the issue is far more complex because they are often 
optimizing a combination of factors- not just health, but also political 
ramifications of their acts vis-a-vis those that they report to, in turn. So there, I 
sense a more significant level of disempowerment, sadly. 

 

Q: Q for Dr. Nourkbakhsh: Is one Speck enough for the average home? Or 
should you have a certain number of them, depending on square footage? 

ANSWER: I believe, for the average home, one Speck is just fine, particularly 
because you can move it around and see how it reads. It is important 
particularly to understand the air quality in the bedroom, since you spend so 
many hours in a row there, and of course in children’s bedrooms as 
applicable. 

 

Q: For Dr. N, if you were to suggest an air monitor for high school students to 
use for tracking air quality, is it the SPECK monitor or what if you wanted to 
track other VOCs or heavy metals? 

ANSWER: In general, tracking VOC’s effectively has been hard. We have not 
seen a unit we can put our seal of approval on yet, that costs less than 
thousands of dollars. For heavy metals, also, the problem is that really this 
requires proper water testing. But, we do have the Speck and also, for 
schools, a new thing- a kit that enables children to build low-cost air quality 
sensors. This is called Speckle and we are just starting to produce it. It will be 
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a fraction of the cost of Speck, so that one can buy multiples and have 
students build them. 

 

Q: Will we be able to get copies of slides? I have kids being impacted by nose 
bleeds etc in an area where there has been fracking in shale and tight 
sands....Doctor doesn't think its related though. Would love the slides to pass 
to the Doctor 

Yes! Please find a link to the recorded webinar, included in this email. Also, 
check out these resources 
http://environmentalhealthproject.org/residents/information-for-parents for 
more health research you can share with your doctor.  

 

Q: What work have you done in NE Pennsylvania? I am lawyer for Dimock 
families. 

ANSWER: EHP has done air monitoring in Susquehanna County, and worked 
with various community groups in the area, including Breathe Easy 
Susquehanna County. We have spoken at length with residents, and done 
health assessments for clients able to fill them out by mail or visit our SWPA 
office. 

 

Q: Do you act as expert witnesses? 

ANSWER: Generally, we do not have the resources to do this. On a trial 
basis, we did once, and it consumed more of our healthcare provider time 
than we have available, given our mission and focus. In limited quantities, our 
consultants may be available, independently of their work for EHP, and can be 
contacted directly on this matter. 

 

Q: What are the best strategies to demand reduction in fracking? 

ANSWER: Knowing the risks and being able to communicate those effectively 
to policymakers who are responsive (the first hurdle) is key. Changing the 
political and regulatory climate from “acceptable risk” to a “precautionary 
principle” approach could have far-reaching improvements to our health and 
our environment, as well as our long-term economic health. Ending the 

http://environmentalhealthproject.org/residents/information-for-parents
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externalizing of risks and costs would keep the industry from being allowed to 
pollute without facing the expenses associated with harmful industrial 
practices, which again, requires a shift in political will. Believing in science 
would be a good start. 

 

Q: How can we get the EHP pamphlet about protecting your family in your last 
screen? 

ANSWER: This resource, and other brand-new EHP resources, are now 
available on our website home page: http://environmentalhealthproject.org/ 

 

Q: Are you working with FracTracker Alliance? 

ANSWER: Yes, and most recently we shared a joint Environmental Health 
Fellow (Leann Leiter) early in 2017, with plans to continue our work jointly 
wherever possible. 

 

Q: Is EHP gathering any baseline data in indigenous and POC communities? 

ANSWER: Yes, in Kern County CA we are focused primarily on the Lost Hills 
community, which is largely a Spanish-speaking population, where we are 
gathering air quality measurements related to fracking and oil. We have also 
been contacted recently by a Navajo community in New Mexico, a 
collaboration we hope to develop further. 

 

Q: Who to contact for the range of data collection devices that are available? 
How do you get a speck? 

ANSWER: Contact Ryan Grode in our office at 
rgrode@environmentalhealthproject.org, or call us at 724-260-5504. 

 

 

http://environmentalhealthproject.org/
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