
AQCC Comments, 10/19/17 
 
Good morning commissioners. My name is Kathy Slaughter.  
I speak today as an older person from western Colorado concerned about 
air quality. I retired back to Grand Junction in 2013 after living there in the 
80’s. Grand Junction is on many lists of top places to retire.  
 
However, as happy as I was to be back in that beautiful area, increased 
traffic and nearby drilling activity had changed things. After the first 
snowfall,  I saw something I never saw in the 80’s - a yellowish tint to the 
air, a nasty inversion that trapped particulates and emissions in the valley 
floor. A few days later my husband, who has weaker lungs, woke up with a 
fever. His breathing was labored. This resulted in the first of several trips to 
the doctor that winter. We had to go to urgent care and pay for xrays and 
antibiotics for bronchitis. Every winter since has had similar incidents.  
 
As I talk to doctors and concerned citizens, I learn that many of us 
experience the same coughing, sneezing, lung infections, and burning eyes 
and throat. Many suffer all winter long and are sometimes hospitalized. 
These symptoms start with open burning season, then snowfall creates 
inversions which trap pollution and particulates. Mountain valleys 
throughout the west have similar problems. Children, elderly, and those like 
my husband with health problems, suffer the most.  
 
Many are forced to leave Grand Junction during the winter. Some move 
away for good. Poorer residents just suffer with sickness. Healthier, active 
citizens like myself try to drive above the pollution for our exercise, looking 
down with disgust at the brown haze we have to return to to go home.  
 
According to the American Lung Association 2017 State of the Air report, 
page 68, on AT-RISK GROUPS for Lung Diseases in Mesa County: 
Our total population in the Grand Junction area is about 150,000 people 
About a third are children or senior citizens.  



There are almost 3,000 cases of pediatric asthma 
Over 10,000 cases of adult asthma 
5,500 cases of COPD 
63 cases of active lung cancer 
And over 8,000 persons have cardiovascular disease 
 
So around 23,000 people have health conditions with increased risk for 
lung disease dependent on air quality.  Also the children and senior 
citizens, due to their age, are at increased risk.  
 
In addition, 20,300 were identified as living in poverty by this study, but 
about half our students receive free or reduced cost lunch. The poor may 
not get the quality of food that help keep a person healthy. People in 
poverty are also more affected by environmental degradation.  
They can't leave town, have to show up at work sick, delay doctor visits, 
and are more likely to live in areas close to industrial activities. Our boom 
and bust economy means you sometimes have to leave to get work, like I 
did, but if you stay you sometimes take lower paying jobs or are out of 
work, making families dependent on assistance and at risk for health 
problems. I might add that poorer folks drive older cars, and Mesa County 
does not do emission testing, adding to that yellow wintertime fog.  
 
Colorado citizens depend on our government to help us have clean air to 
breathe. I’m asking the commission to apply the rules for clean air, not only 
to front range cities but to our side of the state, which presently suffers from 
many days of dirty air, and which is targeted for increased drilling activity, 
which will only add to this burden.  
 
So, thank you, commissioners, for taking care of the whole state of 
Colorado.  
American Lung Association 2017 State of the Air report, page 68, on 
AT-RISK GROUPS for Lung Diseases in Mesa County: 
 



 
Mesa Co                      65 &     Pediatric  Adult                   Lung     Cardio 
Population   Under 18  Over    Asthma   Asthma   COPD Cancer Disease    Poverty 
 
148,513       33,122    25,879     2,808    10,389      5,551    63       8,110           20,326 
 
 
 
 


