
 
 
My name is Peggy Tibbetts. My husband Tod and I have lived in Silt for 22 
years.  
 
Our daughter and grandchildren live in Westminster so we very much 
appreciate the commission’s adoption of stronger protections last fall. 
 
I am here to urge you to strengthen air pollution standards for oil and gas 
operations statewide. 
 
While I applaud the adoption of stronger health safeguards against oil and 
gas air pollution for the Front Range, it’s important to remember that ALL 
Coloradans deserve to benefit from those strong protections. The standards 
should apply statewide and protect the health of West Slope residents, too. 
 
Before I get into this next part, I should tell you that I don’t live 500 feet 
from a gas well, or even 1,000 feet. The nearest wells to my home are about 
a mile away as the crow flies.  
 
In 2014, I suffered from recurring upper respiratory infections and bacterial 
infections in my intestines. My urine was tested by Dr. Greg Dooley at CSU 
and the results were positive for ethylbenzene, toluene, xylene and styrene. 
My daughter and granddaughter also tested positive for the same substances. 
Subsequently my immune system failed. I continue to struggle with chronic 
bacterial infections because my immune system is no longer fully 
functioning. I am also in treatment for neurological damage caused by 
exposure to toluene. All of this has been confirmed by a toxicologist.  
 
Last year, researchers at The Endocrine Disruption Exchange in Paonia 
evaluated 48 studies that sampled air near sites of oil & gas operations.  
 

“They identified 106 chemicals detected in two or more studies. 
Ethane, benzene and n-pentane were the top three most frequently 
detected. Twenty-one chemicals have been shown to have endocrine 
activity including estrogenic and androgenic activity and the ability to 
alter steroidogenesis. Literature also suggested that some of the air 
pollutants may affect reproduction, development, and 
neurophysiological function, all endpoints which can be modulated by 
hormones. These chemicals included aromatics (i.e., benzene, toluene, 



ethylbenzene, and xylene), several polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, 
and mercury.” 

 
The study, “Exploring the endocrine activity of air pollutants associated with 
unconventional oil and gas extraction” was published in Environmental 
Health in March.  
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1186/s12940-018-0368-z.pdf 
 
Another study was released in March that was led by Colorado School of 
Public Health. The study shows hazardous air pollutant levels measured 
along the Northern Front Range exceed levels that could affect health. 
Researchers used ambient air samples to estimate and compare risks for four 
residential scenarios. They found the lifetime cancer risk of those living 
within 500 feet of a well was eight times higher than the EPA’s upper level 
risk threshold. 
 
The study: Ambient Non-Methane Hydrocarbon Levels Along Colorado’s 
Northern Front Range: Acute and Chronic Health Risks 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.7b05983 
 
The common denominator in both of these studies is chemical exposure due 
to air pollution caused by emissions from oil and gas operations. 
 
Nothing is more vital to our health and our economy than clean air. We all 
deserve to breathe clean air. Whether it’s fugitive emissions from the Uintah 
Basin in Utah, or the San Juan Basin in the Four Corners region, or our own 
Piceance Basin, we continue to be plagued with ozone pollution in Western 
Colorado.  
 
Even though drilling has declined in the past two years, there are ongoing 
drilling projects in Battlement Mesa and Mamm Creek, as well as in Mesa 
County and Rio Blanco County. Along with new drilling and fracking, 
unloading processes still occur as regular maintenance at the existing 
producing wells, emitting tons of methane and chemicals. There are 
processing plants, compressor stations, tank farms, pipeline transfer stations, 
pipelines, waste pits, and flaring. All these sites and facilities constantly emit 
methane and other fugitive chemical emissions. 
 
Reducing hydrocarbon emissions places no additional regulatory burden on 
the oil & gas industry. Capturing emissions is cost-effective for operators. 



Finding and fixing leaks is regular maintenance already required by the 
state. 
 
On average Garfield County is meeting national ambient air quality 
standards. But all it takes is one air inversion to shroud us in the brown 
cloud and remind us of the tons of hydrocarbon pollutants we are exposed to 
daily. According to the American Lung Association, close to 7,000 children 
and adults in Garfield County suffer from respiratory ailments. That’s 12 
percent of the population, compared to 8.4 percent statewide. With your 
help, we can do better than this.   
 
Finally, I remind you that when this commission adopted methane emissions 
regulations in 2014, those rules applied to the oil & gas industry statewide. 
In order to protect the health of all Coloradans, please adopt strong ozone 
standards statewide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


